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The  Sig N e w s l e t t e r
N e w s  f r o m  t h e  SWOSU CO P S p r i n g  2 0 1 2
Trip to Bangladesh
Photo: Dr. Faruk Khan delivering  
th e  k ey n o te  a d d re s s  in D haka.
Dean Dennis Thompson and Associate Professor Faruk Khan of the SWOSU College of Pharmacy recentl  traveled to
Dhaka, Bangladesh. The purpose of their trip was to assist the University of Development Alternatives (UODA) in 
constructing a viable course curriculum for the development of a new Pharm. D. program at the university.
During the course of their visit Drs. Thompson and Khan touched on many of the concerns the faculty of UODA expressed 
in implementing a new Pharm. D. program. As well as the required accreditation standards in the US and licensure 
procedures for both US and foreign pharmacy graduates.
In their keynote address, the evolution of the pharmacy profession into its modern manifestation, the changing roles played 
by pharmacists and how to best utilize current knowledge and practice into a viable future profession were among the 
topics discussed by Thompson and Khan.
Dr. Khan says of the trip, “The journey opened up a new avenue for cooperation to the Bangladeshi universities to open 
their entry level Pharm. D. degree in the future.”
Dr. Khan notes that there is currently no existing Pharm. D. program in Bangladesh, but UODA was given two plausible 
options, that of starting a 6-year Pharm. D. program based upon the US model or utilize the previous model of obtaining a 
Bachelor of Pharmacy degree followed by a two year Pharm. D. program.
Dr. Khan states that an enormous opportunity exists in the future to assist UODA in setting up a Pharm. D. program that 
conforms to the highest academic standards.
The two universities agreed that SWOSU will continue to provide assistance with curriculum development. As well as 
institutional collaboration through the exchange of ideas and research, faculty visits and the possibility of a distance 
education program through ITV
“International collaborations, such as these, are a great way to exchange ideas with our colleagues in other countries. We 
expect our academic, professional, and research partnerships in Bangladesh to continue to grow as a result of this trip,” 
says Dean Thompson
J o i n t  P h a r m  D / M B A  
P r o g r a m
Photo: From Left Dean Ken Rose, College of 
G raduate and Professional Studies. Dr. Les 
Crall, School of Business and Technology. 
Ms. Marcia Grant, School of Business. Dr. 
Virgil VanDusen, College of Pharmacy. Dean 
Dennis T hom pson, College of Pharmacy. 
A ssociate Dean David Ralph, College of 
Pharmacy.
S o u th w e s te rn  O k lah o m a  S ta te  U niversity  C ollege  o f P h arm acy  h as  recen tly  c o lla b o ra te d  w ith  th e  
Everett D o b so n  School o f B usiness an d  T e c h n o lo g y  to  c re a te  a  Jo in t Pharm D /M BA  p ro g ram .
The p ro g ram  is d e s ig n e d  fo r s tu d e n ts  w ho  a re  a lre ad y  a d m itte d  in to  th e  co lleg e  o f p h a rm a cy  and  
show n  th ro u g h  c o u rse  w o rk  an d  a ca d e m ic  s ta n d in g  th a t  th e y  a re  fully e q u ip p e d  to  h an d le  th e  
s tre n u o u s  d e m a n d s  o f a  heavy  jo in t g ra d u a te  d e g re e  c o u rse  load.
A p p lican ts  will be a s s e s s e d  by th e  C ollege o f P harm acy  Review Board to  d e te rm in e  elig ib ility . O nce 
a c c e p te d  in to  th e  p ro g ra m , s tu d e n ts  m ay  b eg in  to  ta k e  MBA c o u rse  w o rk  s ta r tin g  in th e  sp rin g  
s e m e s te r  o f th e ir  f irs t year. T he se le c tio n  will be co m p e titiv e  re su ltin g  in on ly  a  lim ited  n u m b e r  o f 
s tu d e n ts  b e in g  a d m itte d  p e r a ca d e m ic  cycle.
The co lleg e  o f p h a rm a cy  a d m in is tra tio n  b e liev es  th a t  th is  new  p ro g ram  will a llow  s tu d e n ts  to  excel 
in th e  in c reas in g ly  p ro te a n  e n v iro n m e n t th a t  new  p h a rm a cy  g ra d u a te s  will face.
Les Crall, th e  A sso c ia te  D ean o f th e  Everett School o f B usiness an d  T ech n o lo g y , says o f th e  p ro g ram  
th a t  w hile  p h a rm a cy  s tu d e n ts  a re  en la rg in g  th e ir  ow n e d u ca tio n a l an d  p ro fe ss io n a l o p p o r tu n itie s , 
th e y  will a lso  be e n h a n c in g  th e  e d u c a tio n a l a tm o s p h e re  o f th e  sch o o l o f b u s in e ss .
Dr. Crall, Dr. Ken Rose an d  Marci G ran t from  th e  C o llege  o f P ro fess io n a l an d  G rad u a te  S tu d ies  w ere  
re sp o n s ib le  fo r o v e rsee in g  th e  p ro g ra m ’s im p le m e n ta tio n . In ad d itio n  to  th e  g u id a n c e  and  
a s s is ta n c e  o f Dr. David R alph, Dr. Virgil V anD usen  an d  Dr. D ennis T h o m p so n  o f th e  C ollege  of 
Pharm acy.
C h a ir  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P h a rm a c e u t ic a l  S c ie n c e s
Dr. Les R am os w as recen tly  a p p o in te d  C hair o f th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f P h a rm aceu tica l 
S ciences fo r th e  SWOSU C ollege  o f P harm acy. Dr. R am os ta k e s  o v er th e  p o s itio n  
fro m  Dr. S co tt Long.
Dr. R am os h as se rv ed  on th e  co lleg e  o f p h a rm a cy  facu lty  fo r 14 y ears . He jo in e d  th e  
co lleg e  sh o rtly  a f te r  c o m p le tin g  th re e  y e a rs  o f a  p o s td o c to ra l re se a rc h  fe llo w sh ip  a t 
th e  U niversity  o f V irginia.
A fter receiv ing  a  B.A. in b io lo g y  from  St. M ary’s C o llege  o f M aryland, Dr. R am os w en t 
on to  earn  a  B.S. in p h a rm a cy  an d  a  Ph.D. in P h a rm aco lo g y  from  th e  U niversity  of 
M aryland.
Dr. R am o s’ p rim ary  a ca d e m ic  re se a rc h  in te re s ts  have b een  in th e  s tu d y  o f d is e a se  
s ta te s  an d  p h a rm aco lo g y . S u b sid ia ry  re se a rc h  in te re s ts  in c lude  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f 
c a se  s tu d ie s  an d  u tiliz ing  c ase  s tu d ie s  w ith  th e  goal o f in te g ra tin g  th e  p rin c ip le s  o f 
p a th o p h y s io lo g y  an d  p h a rm aco lo g y .
As ch a ir  Dr. R am os s ta te s  th a t , “I h o p e  to  carry  on th e  fine w o rk  o f m y p re d e c e s s o rs , 
Drs. S co tt Long an d  Virgil V anD usen . I am  fo r tu n a te  to  have a c c e ss  to  th e ir  
k n o w led g e  an d  re so u rc e s  an d  I will do  m y b e s t to  p a ss  a lo n g  th is  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  
n e x t chair. “
“I a lso  h o p e  to  be a  g o o d  s tew a rd  an d  re so u rc e  fo r all m e m b e rs  o f th e  COP 
c o m m u n ity ,” says Dr. R am os.
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  B i o l o g i c a l  
S c i e n c e  S e m i n a r  s e r i e s  l e c t u r e
Dr. Babu Tekwani recently gave the Southwestern Oklahoma State University 
Department of Biological Sciences Seminar Series lecture. The college of 
pharmacy jo intly sponsored the lecture.
Dr. Tekwani addressed a full room of students and faculty on the SWOSU 
Weatherford campus in the Old Science Building. He outlined his current research 
efforts into breaking up and identifying malarial strains.
Dr. Tekwani is a professor of pharmacology at the University of Mississippi 
College of Pharmacy. His other appointments include his position as the 
principle scientist in the National Center for Natural Products Research, and 
Coordinator for the University of Mississippi/ Walter Reed Arm y Institute of 
Research Discovery Program (UM/WRAIR).
It is in conjecture with the UM/WRAIR that Dr. Tekwani is furthering his research 
into developing an effective anti-malarial vaccine. Dr. Tekwani has many other 
active areas of research including seeking natural and environmentally 
compatible alternatives to commonly used household products and agricultural 
pesticides.
Z a d a  C o o p e r  S c h o l a r s h i p
Two members of the Southwestern Oklahoma State University chapter of Kappa Epsilon professional 
pharmacy fraternity were recently rewarded the organization’s national scholarship.
SWOSU College of Pharmacy students Sandra Souvannachak and Avery Karnes were awarded two of only six 
national scholarships in the amount of $750.
The Zada Cooper Scholarship is awarded to students who have demonstrated superior academic 
achievement in two or more semesters in an accredited college of pharmacy and have made substantial 
contributions to both the organization and their respective institutions.
The SWOSU chapter faculty sponsor, Dr. Shelly Stockton says to the achievement, “They only give out six 
nationally, so for our chapter to get 1/3 is very significant.”
H a l l w a y  I n f o r m a t i o n  D i s p l a y  S y s t e m
The Southw estern O klahom a 
State University College of 
Pharmacy has recently 
im plem ented a new hallway 
inform ation display system. The 
new system  is currently being 
utilized in both the main college 
of pharm acy building and the 
pharm acy annex on the 
W eatherford cam pus.
The inform ation system  will 
display current college of 
pharm acy events, need to know 
inform ation and studen t and 
faculty news items. Future plans 
for the system  will include an 
interactive system  th a t will allow 
studen ts and visitors to quickly 
search and locate faculty and 
adm inistrative offices in 
reference to  cam pus building 
locations.
This system  is similar to o ther 
general inform ation displays tha t 
are already in use th roughou t the 
W eatherford cam pus, however 
this system  is tailored to the 
college of pharmacy.
R e c e p t io n  H o n o r in g  Dr. L o n g
Dr. Scott Long was recently honored 
at an event held at the  SWOSU College 
of Pharmacy. The reception was held 
to thank  Dr. Long for his tim e served 
as Chair of D epartm ent of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences.
Dr. Long served as departm en t chair 
for two years and preceded the 
current departm en t chair Dr. Les 
Ramos. As a show of appreciation the 
departm en t presen ted  Dr. Long with 
an outstand ing  leadership plaque and 
a clock depicting the country of 
Scotland to reflect Dr. Long’s in terest 
in his ancestry.
Dr. Long will continue his work with 
the  SWOSU College of Pharmacy and 
will serve as p rofessor of 
pharm aceutical sciences.
N e w  I V E q u i p m e n t
The  SWOSU C ollege o f 
P harm acy  recen tly  a cq u ired  a 
new  a u to m a te d  c o m p o u n d in g  
dev ice  th a t  e lim in a te s  th e  need  
fo r m anua l IV fluid m ixing .
T he new  e q u ip m e n t is c u rren tly  
b e ing  h o u se d  in th e  P harm acy  
A nnex  Lab, w h e re  it is be ing  
u tilized  by Dr. H ard eep  S. 
S a lu ja ’s s tu d e n ts .
T he Baxa 2 4 0 0  MR is c u rren tly  
b e ing  in sta lled  and  u se d  by 
m a jo r h o sp ita ls  a ro u n d  th e  
c o u n try  an d  in c lu d es to u ch  
sc ree n  d isp lay  and  o p e ra tin g  
so ftw are .
P h o tos from  top : New IV 
E qu ipm en t. Dr. S alu ja  an d  lab 
s tu d e n ts .
